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Annual Church Meeting
Sunday 10th April

After the 10 am service

Easter Day
24th April

5.30 a.m. Lighting the
  Easter Fire

 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion

10.00 a.m. Celebration
  Communion

 6.30 p.m. Festal Evensong



Who’s Who at
Christ Church

Vicar Sue Brewer 352643
suec@brewer86.plus.com

Hon. Ass. Priest Jacqueline Littlewood 560106
Pastoral Assistant Pam Kilby 332693

Church Warden Christine Sewell 745443
Church Warden Peter Shearan 566215
PCC Secretary Julie Hill 568265
PCC Treasurer Steve Humphries 323515

Reader Rosemary Austin 358702
Reader Sheila Brown 356339
Reader John Hougham 352138
Reader Betty Martin 352696
Reader Martin Sewell 745443
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Calendar

Deadline for May  magazine:
Sunday 24th April.
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or hand to a Churchwarden,
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Contact:  Mrs Joan Bennett
  01474 568585
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Welcome to the Lord’s Table
especially to

Jade, Evie, Georgia, Gabrielle, Elliott,
Courtney and Louis
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 Sue

who were admitted to Holy Communion for the first time on Sunday 13th March after 3 months preparation.
They met each week to read, discuss, act out, do craft, pray, worship learn together and eat lots of toast!
They were so pleased everyone joined in their party after the service and are looking forward to doing more
in church and continuing to meet together once a month.

Sheila Brown

 The Experience Easter displays are available for adults to use as a personal prayer pil-
grimage – there is a recommended route and cards available with ideas for personal prayer
and reflection. This year, this will replace our evening services in Holy Week (the week

leading up to Easter).  Please drop in and reflect on the meaning of Easter,
your life and Christ’s sacrifice.

The church will be open on 18th and 19th April,  2pm to 5pm and on  20th

April, 10.45am to 1pm.
 There will also be 2 guided reflections around the displays for adults
(similar to last year’s Stations of the Cross), on Wednesday evenings at
7.30pm.  On 6th April this will be hosted by the Mothers’ Union; on 13th

April it will be open to the local Ecumenical group of churches.

In both cases all are welcome.

Experience Easter…



Sunday Morning Coffee Rota

Maureen Fittill
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We are collecting
Active kids rewards from
Sainsburys, these are
invaluable to us and

enables us to purchase equipment we
other wise would not have. We bought
last year new scooters, a cool bag on
wheels for our forest trips and
streamers probably amounting to
£300 worth.

So please if you have any vouchers or
can get neighbours to collect we
would very much appreciate them.

PRE-SCHOOL

Sue Reilly
Pre-school manager

There is a box in
church for your
vouchers.

Friday 6th May 2011

Week   8
Week   9
Week  10
Week  11
Week  12

3rd Apr
10th Apr
17th Apr
24th Apr
1st May

Colin & Linda Parsonson, Anne Thrush
Jerry & Sally Higgins, Ann Lennard
Pauline Marks, Margot Edwards, Angela Kirby
Rita Smith, Jean Stoddart, Sheila Knight
Sylvia Brown, Margaret Davies, Babs Acott, Terri Allan

‘Healing and Wholeness’
The local Deanery is running a course about the church’s ministry
of healing for   members of Deanery churches.
We would like to send 2 or 3 people from Christ Church.
If you are interested, please have a word with Sue Brewer.
The course consists of 2 sessions at St Mary’s Church in Wrotham
Road – Sat 28th May and Sat 9th July, both from 9.30am til 4pm.

Vicar Sue

Osteoporosis
Are you interested in an
Osteoporosis Support Group
in the Gravesham Area?

Please contact Sheila Knight
on 01474 564234
Sknight01@hotmail.co.uk

This will be supported by
Gravesend Soroptimists.



Three Parish Historical Guided walk
with Christoph Bull

Come and explore the three parishes of
Higham, Shorne and Chalk Extra

(part of Discover Gravesham Festival).
Meet at St Mary’s Church, Lower Higham

On Sunday 8th May 2011
At: 2.30pm

Guide: Christoph Bull.
Free: (Donations welcome)
This is the first event of the 2011 Gravesend Historical
Society’s Footpaths Programme – working in partner-
ship with Chalk Parish History Group, Higham Village
History Group and Friends of St Mary’s Higham.
Contact: Christoph Bull 01474 320156
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Gravesend Historical Society

Footpaths Committee

Mr G Turner has a line drawing of
Christ Church by A. N. Blackman,
similar to the one which hangs in
church over the clavinova piano.
21 inches by 14 inches (framed), the
frame is lighter than the one in
church.
If you are interested in making an
offer for the picture (being sold to
raise funds to provide care for his
sister), please contact  Mr G Turner
01474  568610.

Holy Week Services
17th April Palm Sunday 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
    10.00 a.m. Holy Communion

18th  Monday 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
    5.30 p.m. Evening Prayer
19th   Tuesday 7.00 a.m. Holy Communion
    5.30 p.m. Evening Prayer
20th  Wednesday 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion
    5.30 p.m. Evening Prayer

21st  Maundy Thursday 7.00 a.m. Holy Communion
    5.30 p.m. Evening Prayer
    7.30 p.m. Maundy Thursday – The Last Supper

22nd  Good Friday 10.00 a.m. Hot Cross Bun Service
    12.00 noon Meditation at the cross.

24th  Easter Day 5.30 a.m. Lighting the Easter Fire.
     8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
    10.00 a.m. Celebration  Communion
    6.30 p.m. Festal Evensong



I’m afraid I’m at a bit of a disadvantage!  I’ve never before had to propose the health of a one hundred year
old.  In fact, I’ve never heard anyone else do it either!  One thought that came to mind was to have someone
burst in through the door carrying a red book and announce ‘Ivy Woolcock - This Is Your Life!’.  Unfortu-
nately, Eamonn Andrews is no longer with us and Michael Aspel has retired so that’s a non-starter but I
think we nevertheless ought to put this event into some form of chronological context.

So what was happening in March 1911?  Well George V was on the throne but had not yet been crowned,
Herbert Asquith was Prime Minister, Captain Scott was preparing for his ill-fated Antarctic expedition later
in the year, the Titanic was nearing completion and of course, the big event of the year - Ivy Woolcock was
born!

The first major world event of her life was probably the First World War.  Being only 3½ when it started,
she didn’t take a very active part but can still recall her parents playing gramophone records out of their
front window to entertain wounded troops opposite.

After leaving school she joined Harrods as a trainee buyer and, after qualifying, moved to John Lewis as a
buyer in their lingerie department.  Harrods and John Lewis are two pretty good names to have on your CV
should you ever be looking for another job in the future.  Whilst in London, she stayed in the YMCA hostel
and used her spare time to make many visits to theatres, concert halls, art galleries and museums where she
acquired a lot of her encyclopedic knowledge which, with her amazing memory, she still retains today.
Whist staying in London she became friendly with three sisters from a family called Woolcock and was in-
vited down for holidays in Cornwall where there father owned some holiday cottages.  There she met one of
their cousins, a dashing young Naval Officer called Francis Ronald Woolcock.  I shall not go into the ro-
mantic details (because I am not privy to them) but suffice to say that they were married on 4th November
1939.
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Ivy’s five great grandchildren played a special written piece of music to celebrate
her birthday (her other great granddaughter was playing the piano).



In the meantime, World War II had started and Francis’s two first postings were to Orkney and Stranraer
where Ivy was able to join him and it was in Stranraer that Ann was born.  Francis then was posted to North
Africa and then Italy and Ivy returned to Gravesend to await his return.  After the War, Liz duly arrived and
since then, at appropriate intevals, the family increased by the addition of four grandchildren and five great
grandchildren.  I know that Ivy is very pleased that all her family
are here today.

Very sadly, Francis died in 1982 but Ivy showed her resilience and
strength of character by building a new life for herself.  We hear a
lot from the Prime Minister, David Cameron, about the Big Society,
whereby members of the public are urged to join in community ac-
tivities and do good works etc, but I’ve got news for him!  The Big
Society has existed for years in the person of one Ivy Woolcock!  A
lifetime of community and charity activities include, amongst
many, Christ Church, the Southfleet WI, the Gravesend Hospital
Sewing Party, the British Sailors Society and several thousand
pounds raised personally for Guy’s Hospital in memory of Francis.

One of her greatest qualities, however,
is her ability to make and keep lasting
friendships as the number of people
here today testifies.  Her Majesty the
Queen unfortunately wasn’t able to
make it but she did send a card.  How-
ever those of us who are here would
I’m sure like to raise a glass now and
drink a toast to Ivy Woolcock and her
continued health and
happiness.

    I’m now going to invite her to cut her Birthday Cake.
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Ivy told the congregation a little about her life
on Sunday morning.

Speech given by Ivy’s son-in-law at her
100th birthday party on 5th March 2011.

Deputy mayor Mick Wenban
congratulates Ivy.

Photographs by Jacqueline Littlewood



God’sGang
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Match these words to
the correct display.

Order these photos
from 1 to 6.



God’sGang
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Jesus washes the
disciples feet

The Story of
Palm Sunday

In the Garden
of Gethsemane

The Last Supper

The Empty Tomb

The Crucifixion
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CCADS 75 CCADS 75 CCADS 75 CCADS 75 CCADS 75 CCADS 75 CCADS 75

CCADS (Christ Church Amateur Dramatics Society)
are celebrating their 75th year.

Rosemary Spicer

recalls her memories of CCADS

Four page booklet to pull out and keep!



CCADS 75 CCADS 75 CCADS 75 CCADS 75 CCADS 75 CCADS 75 CCADS 75

 Walking back from Church in 1969 with Molly Gorringe, Molly asked me if I would
like to join C.C.A.D.S. and that is how my association with the society started.

 I began by working backstage, preparing and painting the set for their next production.
I was made very welcome and worked under the guidance of Phillip Roder and Terry
Hollands.  The skills they taught me have stood me in great stead.

 During the nights of the play I assisted Margaret Mason with the props.  I can
remember helping her to check them off on her long list and dust the set every night!

 Once we moved from St Faith’s Hall in Ferndale Road to the new hall at Christ
Church, Margaret was no longer able to help so with support I took on the responsibility of
props.  Weeks before the performance I would prepare a list of furniture and props needed
and at the tea break, ask people to sign up for things they could provide.  It is amazing what
people have hidden away in their lofts or have borrowed from neighbours and friends.
I remember needing a chaise lounge for one production and approaching the upholsterer
from Laurel Avenue.

 Some of the plays which we have produced over the years have involved providing
meals, particularly when a three course meal was needed in Separate Tables by
Terence Rattigan.  Careful planning is essential as dishes and crockery are arranged
Backstage, ready for the actors to take onto stage, particularly when there is limited time be-
tween exits and entrances.  Many is the time when I or another of the backstage crew have
stood in the wings waiting to pass a tray of food to an actor or actress.  My worst fear is that
one of us will stumble and the contents be dropped.

 Some plays need very few props but others present us with real challenges.  Staging
the Farndale Avenue, Housing Estate, Townswomen’s Guild Dramatic Society Murder
Mystery, a comedy caused a few sleepless nights.  Forty props were listed, not including
personal items.  We had to provide a tray with a glass stuck to it, a tea tray on which was a
teapot with a detachable handle, an explosive device and snow.  People who came to the play
will remember that just before the play commences a picture falls off the wall, the pelmet
and curtain come down and the fireplace flat falls onto the stage.  This was a play that
needed perfect timing.  The backstage members were busy fielding and returning tennis
balls, passing purposely forgotten items on to the set and creating a snowstorm.  The actors
and backstage had fun producing this play and we hope that the audience were entertained.
We have a strong backstage team and so when we meet with challenges, usually between us
we can solve difficulties.  When we did Two of a Kind, in 2009, amongst other things a
piece of raw steak was needed and supposedly cooked on stage. After much thought one of
the backstage team came up with the idea of making it out of material.  This was done and
the  effect was very realistic.

 I am pleased that I responded to Molly’s invitation, in the company of the other
members and to experience the buzz we get during the week of the productions.



CCADS 75 CCADS 75 CCADS 75 CCADS 75 CCADS 75 CCADS 75 CCADS 75

Small table with detachable leg

4 upright chairs

Armchair

Standard lamp

Tray with bottle and glass stuck to it

Tea-tray - on it - cups and saucers,

  teapot (detachable handle)

2 empty suitcases

Tennis racquet and balls

Candlestick with candle

Feather duster

Brown paper parcel with black cable

Furniture and Property List

A sample of props from The Farndale Avenue Housing Estates
Townswomen’s Guild Dramatic Society Murder Mystery

by  D. McGillivray
and  W. Zerlin Jnr.
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CCADS PRODUCTION
12TH 13TH AND 14TH May 2011

Our Spring production  is a little later this year, due to a very late Easter.
Rehearsals are well under way for 2 ‘one act’ plays.

The first featuring Gerry Higgins and John Hougham is Bookends, by Scott
Perry, and Lynne Chesterton and Angela Kirby are treading the boards with
Jean McConnell’s Garden Pests.

Both these plays are directed by Sally Higgins.

Tickets will be available from mid April by contacting:
Gill Campbell 01474 534517 at £5 for adults and £1 for students.

CCADS
WHO WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE?

CCADS stands for Christ Church Amateur Dramatics Society.

CCADS have been treading the boards for more years than many of its
current members wish to remember.  We stage two productions a year,
one in December and one in April.

Our productions are either one act plays or full length plays, comprising
of two or three acts.  The content of the play ranges from comedy and
farce, to the dramatic and serious.

We welcome new members irrespective of previous experience.  We meet
in the church hall on Fridays from  September to early May between 8pm
and 10pm.

So if you are aged between 18 and 80, do come along and see who you
would like to be.



 Music at Christ
With Spring here at last, we
are busy preparing for
Easter, and Mothering Sunday. We were all
thrilled to take part in the service of admission to
Holy Communion last month.
The 7 children involved
chose the music for us to
sing; the songs were lively
and we thoroughly enjoyed
leading the   singing. It was
certainly a joyous occasion!

We also were pleased to welcome
Lisa Packham, a new member of the group, that
day.
May we take this opportunity to wish you all a
Happy Easter.
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March / April  Experience Easter
10th April   Annual meeting
10th April   “Olivet to Calvary”
 4th May   Christian Aid Coffee Morning
 8th May   Christian Aid breakfast
 8th May   Confirmation at
    St. Aidan’s Church
12th/14th May  CCADS Plays
 May / June   Experience Pentecost
18th June   Summer Fete

Some Dates for your diary

23rd July   “Tea at the Ritz”
    for Christian Aid
10th August   Teddy Bear’s Picnic
 August   Over 80’s Party
 August   Mothers’ Union Garden Parties
September / October Experience Harvest
 9th October   Harvest - Bishop James
    to Celebrate and Preach
23rd October  Christian Aid Breakfast
12th Novemebr  Christmas Bazaar
1st - 3rd December  CCADS Plays

OLIVET  TO  CALVARY
10th APRIL at 6.30 pm

A Cantata for choir and congregation
telling the journey of Jesus from the
jubilation of Palm Sunday to the Cross.

Please put this date in your diary and
come and support your choir and
organist.

Many thanks to all who
turned up on Friday 18th
and Saturday 19th March
to help clean the church,
vestries and office.   It
was hard but satisfying
work.
So well done, everyone.
The next working party is
on Saturday 9th April from
9.30 a.m.

Perhaps if you couldn’t help
with the spring cleaning you
could give an hour or two on
the 9th.

Church
Spring Clean
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Our next meetings are:

Wednesday 6th April
8 p.m.

Experience Easter
With Vicar Sue

In Church

Wednesday 4th May
8 p.m.

A talk by local historian
Tony Larkin

at
68 Pine Avenue

Rusty and Granddad
(Sarah and Chris)

Beaver leader and Explorer Scout
Leader

Would like to thank everyone at
Christ Church who sponsored them for their
run from Rochester to The Waterhole at

Windmill Hill on Saturday 26th March.

Christ Christ sponsored Rusty and Granddad
to the tune of £90.00.

The money will go towards the rebuilding of
the wall surrounding the The Waterhole.

The Real Easter Egg is
the first and only Fairtrade

chocolate Easter Egg to explain the Christian
understanding of Easter on the box.

It also supports charity and development
projects—buying everything from medical
equipment for new mums here at home, to
chickens and securing fresh water for farmers
in Africa.

The Real Easter Eggs are on sale on the
Traidcraft table priced at £5.00

Pick up your copy of the 2011 Event
Brochure at the back of the church.



Christ Church Organ Fund
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Bugs young and old had a
great evening, well super-
vised and controlled by the
Queen Bug herself, Marion
Shearan and her bell with a

wayward clanger.  The Beetle Drive was won by
Margaret Davis’s friend Cathy. The evening raised £350
from the Beetle Drive and embarrassing pictures of the
PCC and clergy organised by Debbie Carter.

CCOF

CCOF (Christ Church Organ Fund)
Events

29th April  Royal Wedding Party
         May  Quiz Night
9th - 10th July Treasure / Scavanger Hunt
 July  Open Gardens
14th August  Family Barbecue
   and Auction of Talents
8th October  Cookery Book - Tea Dance
19th November Band Concert
   (profit shared with Help
   for Heroes)

A packed hall of intense activity as people threw the
dice to draw their beetle.

The prize for the best drawn
beetle(s) was won by John Hill.

Royal Wedding Party

Help is needed with a range of
activities including:-
   Refreshments
   Children’s activities
   TV projection
   Supervision

Contact:
David Williams, Vicar Sue
or a churchwarden.

David Williams



Chris Stone in his welcome at the last of the Lent lectures, held in St George’s Church said
“We have had the Bopping Bishop, the Dancing Dean”, then looking to where Bishop James
was sitting, continued “I value my job.......  so tonight we welcome Bishop James”.

Here is a flavour of what each lecture was about.

‘Singing the Faith’

The first lecture given by the ‘Bopping Bishop’ Bishop Brian.

Bishop Brian said “During a Sunday service we are likely to spend more time ‘Singing the
Faith’ than any other form of worship”.
He went on to explain that even way back in the 4th century there was a conflict between the
Eastern and Western Christian Churches as to whether singing should be part of the church
service.  He asked for a show of hands to indicate whether there was any difference of opin-
ion in our churches now as to what kind of singing is happening – almost everyone present
put their hands up.  Bishop Brian used a projector screen to put up the words of ‘hymns’ we
sang throughout the evening.  The one that sticks in my mind is ‘While Shepherds Watched
Their Flocks by Night’, sung to the tune ‘Cranbrook’ (this is the tune now associated with
the Yorkshire song ‘On Ilkla Moor Baht’at’ .  Bishop Brian used this to illustrate that singing
in church and singing in the community goes side by side.  Many of the songs between the
17th and 19th centuries were folk songs being both sung in church and in the public houses of
the day.  Hymns written by the Wesley’s were equally at home in the pubs as they were in
the churches.
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Bishop Brian suggested that the choice of songs of praise possibly reflects the social and
political stance of a particular church congregation.

Bishop Brian set a number of challenges to those present:-
1 Use the hymn books before a service to attune ourselves to the service
2 Sing our songs outside the church
3 Write more hymns and worship songs.
4 Encourage people to sing hymns in schools and later at weddings.

To avoid the clash of ideas with church singing Bishop Brian suggested that what is sung is
labelled ‘Congregational Songs’, to encompass all styles of hymns and worship songs.
If you still confused by my ramblings on this topic, check out the download on the

CELEBRATING GOD
A series of lectures for Lent 2011



‘Proclaiming the Faith’

By Bishop James.

To proclaim the faith, Bishop James said we need to go out of the church buildings and
speak to those who do not come to listen to the Word of God.  He reminded us of some the
great orators; Wesley and those people who used to stand at Hyde Park Corner.  This may
not be the way to proclaim our faith today: we should be using the new technologies such as
‘Twitter’ ‘Facebook’ and other social networks. The opportunity of listening again to the lec-
tures on the St George’s Church web site has been very useful (unfortunately at the time of
writing this, Bishop James lecture has not yet been uploaded, so even though his was the
most recent I still haven’t had time to digest everything he said).  He spoke about the beauty
of the words in the King James Bible (celebrating its 400th anniversary this year), but also
said we need to look at the words we use in our every day services.  An interesting
observation he made was that not all churches need to do all things, it is better for each
church to do something well and share it with others.  He also said that he was taking his
time to see what the diocese has to offer before making suggestions for any change.

I hope this article has given you some food for thought.  Do have a go at
listening to the lectures on the web.
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‘Learning to Dance’

The second of the session given by ‘The Dancing Dean’, Dean Adrian Newman.

There was added excitement in St George’s Church for the second of the Lent lectures as the
news had been released earlier in the day that Dean Adrian is to become the next
Bishop of Stepney.
So it was puzzling when he started his lecture saying “Lent – don’t you just love Lent – its
absolute depress fest! No flowers, no celebrating, cover everything up, a long slow
preparation for Christ’s Passion.  No wonder we make such a thing about Lent in the Church
of England, it is what we are so good at”.
He went on to say that it is right to look at Lent in this way but suggested we should also be
making much more of the Resurrection.  Dean Adrian illustrated his talk explaining that
there are two chords in music, the minor chord which is about pathos, tears and being in the
bottom of the valley and the major chord which is all about strength, power and happiness
and being on top of a mountain.  He said we ‘do’ ‘pain and suffering’ rather well (it is right
that we should as this fosters compassion, particularly at this time with the events in Japan
and North Africa).  Music of Lent is in the minor chord.
Dean Adrian explained that he was not an overtly emotional person, rather one who is
considered steady and dependable, but sometimes he wished he was more spontaneous.
Dean Adrian said he had entitled his lecture ‘Learning to Dance’ as dance is a metaphor for
faith, as old as the hills and we should be shaping our lives with God as our dance partner.

St George’s Church  (www.stgeorgesgravesend.org.uk )web site and feel the passion in
Bishop Brian’s voice (unfortunately the singing hasn’t been published, but maybe we can
encourage our choir and music group to give some of them a try).

Ian Brown
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‘We always need volunteers… the church
runs because of the generous service of
volunteers.  If you have time and enthusiasm
to spare but you are not sure where your
talents can be used, Sue would be glad to
meet you for a cup of coffee and to talk

through possibilities.   Particular
needs at the moment include Youth
Club volunteers, someone to help
with preparation of the Parish
Magazine, a church publicity officer,
and new members for the choir.’

Volunteers needed.....

Sue Brewer

www.gravesendchurchestogether.org

Check out Churches Together in
Gravesham web site at the address
below.

Events
at Christ Church

and elsewhere locally.

LENT  ENVELOPES

We are already half way through Lent.   Hopefully by
now your Lent envelopes are beginning to fill up.
Remember the money put in your envelopes is given to
our chosen charities for this year.
So we hope you will be generous.

If you have not received an envelope please ask a
sidesperson or a church warden for one.

Please bring your envelope to church
on Easter Day.

EVENING  PRAYER

Lent is a time for fresh commitment to God through
prayer.   There will be an  opportunity to meet with

others for Evening Prayer every weekday in the
St. Faith’s Chapel at 5.30 pm.

Just turn up—all welcome.

10th April
An Easter Eggstravanganza!

Fun for all the family

Costa Coffee, Bluewater

5.30 pm first drink served
6 pm start - 7 pm finish

Christ Church

Coffee Morning
4th May

Sunday 8th May

at 8.30 a.m.

in the church hall.

All Welcome.

A healthy country walk
The event will be based at St John’s
Church, Meopham and from past experi-
ence we hope to involve more than 100
people. The date for your diary is:
Saturday 14 May: Sponsored Walk
Any distance from 2 to 20 miles through the beautiful
Kent countryside can be walked. The event has been
happening for over 40 years and is suitable for almost
everyone. Maps, instructions and snack lunches are
provided.  Bring your friends or meet new ones!

Christian Aid



We’re up to a bright and breezy March
day and our naughty little sheep and a whole gang of
his friends are eager to come along to our First Steps
service today. Spring certainly seems to be in the air
though the breeze is quite chilly so we still have to
wrap up warm. But it is lovely to see the bright beau-
ty of the daffodils in gardens and blossom just begin-
ning to appear on trees. It just makes you feel good
about the world, well this bit of it anyway! Our
naughty little sheep and his friends are full of beans
as we walk up the road to the church. In we go and
off they go, much as usual, trying to find somewhere
different to hide, where the children can’t find them
so easily. I think that they’re going to have to try re-
ally hard because those children are pretty clever and
they’ve got sharp eyes!

While those cheeky animals fiddle and faddle
about finding places to hide, I get on moving the fur-
niture about ready for our service. Linda soon joins
me and she goes to do her stuff in the kitchen,
putting out cups and saucers and yummy biscuits.
She’s already set the chairs out in the hall when I fi-
nally get round to helping her put out the toys. My
gosh, it’s jolly hard work! But at last it’s all done.
Hooray! And then we wait. Will anyone join us to-
day? We shall see! First in, once again is Bonna with
that very lively pair, Isaac and Elijah. They seem to
be having trouble finding suitable seats, trying out
several before they make a choice. Well you’ve got
to be comfortable, haven’t you? Then Lisa, a new
addition to our flock, joins us with baby Ralph. What
a dear little chap he is. And they’re closely followed
by Billy, who rushes in, with Mum Helen some-
where behind, trying to catch up. All the signs are
that we’re going to have a very lively service today!
Do Lisa and Ralph know what they’ve let themselves
in for? We soon have a crowd of noisy, lively little
boys quickly joined by some equally noisy, lively
little girls and with Anne and little Thomas ready at
the piano, it’s time for our service to begin. Liam
sneaks up to me and whispers that he’s seen where
our naughty little sheep is hiding. Oh dear, he
doesn’t seem to have got the hang of this hiding
thing, does he? I swear Liam to secrecy.

Today we are remembering that it’s Ash
Wednesday, a very solemn and important day in the
Christian Calendar though I’m not sure how solemn
it is going to be! So when we have lit our candles
and sung “Candle time”, we talk about the yummy
pancakes that we ate yesterday, finishing up all that
rich food before our Lenten fast, ho hum! Helen tells

us that though she did make pancakes, Billy didn’t
want any. Can you believe it? Someone who doesn’t
want to eat pancakes! Imagine! And talking about
pancakes makes us think of all kinds of yummy food
and we sing, “I like eating.” And we thank God for
food and fun and love, just some of the gifts that He
gives to us everyday. And there’s lots of very lively,
noisy jingling. Next we sing “Thank you, God, for
the people we love.” Aren’t we so lucky to have fam-
ily and friends, people whom we love, who love us
too? Then we remember our not very successful
naughty little sheep and his great crowd of friends
hiding very quietly round the church, because we
love them too and it must be time to see if we can
find out how good they’ve been at hiding. They’ve
certainly been quiet though we probably couldn’t
have heard them anyway because we’ve been having
a very noisy, lovely, happy time. And those sharp-
eyed children soon find them all and of course Liam
finds our naughty little sheep. Well done for keeping
our secret!

Thinking about friends and family and love
we remember God’s great love for us and we sing,
“The Father Himself loves you” and we do the arm
waving actions. Everyone is getting really good at
them now, and even our naughty little sheep and his
friends are having a go. They seem to be getting less
self-conscious, really throwing themselves into it!
We thank God for coming alongside us in Jesus and
we sing, “Jesus is a friend of mine. Praise him!”
which is the cue for lots more, noisy jingling. But
now it is time to be REALLY quiet, shhh and the
jingle bells fall silent as we say our prayers. Then
with our final blessing sung and the candles blown
out, it is time to make our way into the hall for a
drink, a munch, a chat and some play. And there are
iced party ring biscuits, our naughty little sheep’s
favourites! Linda must have known. And there he is,
at the front of the tea queue, the cheeky little crea-
ture! He must have got into the hall in double quick
time, closely followed by his chums, I might add! I
hope they’ve left a biscuit for me!

Oh what a good time we’ve all had! I do hope
that everyone will come along and join us again, for
our next First Steps service on 13th April, when I’m
sure we’ll be thinking about Easter. We also hope to
see lots of our friends at our Mothering Sunday
service on 3rd April when there will be pretty flowers
for all the Mums and we’ll have a great time togeth-
er. What could be nicer? So our naughty little sheep,
his gang of friends and I, look forward to seeing you
all then.

God Bless Rosemary Austin
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HOLY  BAPTISM

REST  IN  PEACE

Julie Hill

ADMISSION  OF  THE  BAPTISED
TO  HOLY  COMMUNION

6th February  Harry David Foyster
   Chelsea Kellyann Gibson
   Joseph Michael Alexander Haralambous Gibson
   Donna Kathleen Joyce Gibson
   Madeleine Rose Crossland
   Emilia Rose Crossland
13th February Lewis Michael Jones
   Louis Sebastian Giacomini
   Evangeline Scout Giacomini
20th March  Kleo Julie Jean Falcone-Wonnacott
   Lexie Rose Margaret Wonnacott
   Maisie Linda Wonnacott
   Lexi Violet Jessup

13th March  Jade Hannah Bodle
   Courtney Quame Bultman
   Georgia Linsey Erangey
   Louis Sebastian Giacomini
   Evangeline Scout Giacomini
   Gabrielle Long
   Elliot Long

15th January  Joseph Stuart Beattie
19th January  Ivy Caroline Smith
28th January  Leslie Victor Turton
29th January  Jacqueline Diane Howard
30th January  Lionel Alfred Taylor
11th February Kathleen Elizabeth (Betty) Fox
14th February Sheila Margaret Brooke
17th February Edward John Peek
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Mothering

Sunday

8 am Service
10 am Service

10
8 am Service

10 am Service
After 10am APCM

6.30pm
Olivet to Calvary

Youth Club
4 - 5.30 pm

17
Palm Sunday
8 am Service

10 am Service

24
EASTER DAY
5.30 am Dawn

Service
10 am Celebration

Communion
6.30 pm Festal

Evensong
4
Music Group

Brownies
Explorer Scouts

11

Brownies
Explorer Scouts

18
8 am Holy

Communion
5.30 pm

Evening Prayer

25
Bank Holiday

5

Cubs

12

Cubs

19
7 am Holy

Communion
5.30 pm

Evening Prayer

26

6
10am service

8 pm MU in
church
Guides

13
10am service
First Steps

1.45pm
Guides

20
 10am service
Ifield Ladies

5.30 pm
Evening Prayer

27
 10am service

7
Brownies
Beavers

Choir Practice

14
Brownies
Beavers

Choir Practice

21
Maundy Thursday

7 am Holy
Communion

5.30 pm Evening
Prayer

7.30 pm Last
Supper

28

1 Fairtrade Lunch

Parent
& Toddler
CCADS
Scouts

Office  Hours

8 Fairtrade Lunch
Parent

& Toddler
CCADS
Scouts

Office  Hours

15
Parent

& Toddler
CCADS
Scouts

Office  Hours

22
GOOD FRIDAY
10 am Hot Cross

Bun Service
12 noon

Meditation of the
Cross

29
Royal

Wedding

2
Soroptimist

Antiques
Valuation Day
Open Church

9
Working Party

16 23
8 am Holy

Communion

30

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Highlights this month !

EASTER DAYApril
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Weekday Services
Holy Communion (said)

Monday and Saturday 8am.
Tuesday & Thursday 7.00am.

Wednesday 10.00am

What happens at Christ Church?

Clubs
There are a wide variety of clubs for you:-
Daily  Christ Church Pre-school (2½ upwards)
Monday  Music Group; Brownies
Tuesday  Cubs
Wednesday Guides; Mothers Union (1st Wednesday)
   First Steps (under 5’s and carers) 2nd Wednesday 1.45pm

   Ifield Ladies (every third Wednesday)
Thursday Beavers; Brownies; Choir Practice
Friday  Scouts; Amateur Dramatics   ; Parent and Toddler
Saturday Working party (2nd Saturday)
Sunday  Christ Church Youth Club

Sunday Services
8.00 am Holy Communion (said)
10.00 am Communion  with crèche & God’s Gang

On the 2nd Sunday     All-Age service

Evening Service - see inside magazine for details.

Office hours
Friday 6:30 pm until 7:30 pm
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